INTERVIEW WITH JAMES TRALIE '19, WRITER AND DIRECTOR OF
"IMMEASURABLE NATURE", CO-WINNER OF THE
UCHV SHORT MOVIE PRIZE 2018

UCHV: Where are you from, and what is your major?
JT: I am from Fort Washington, Pennsylvania and am majoring in Geosciences
with certificates in Environmental Studies, Planets & Life, and French.
UCHV: When did you start making movies and how did you come to make
“Immeasurable Nature”?
JT: I started making movies with a small “Flip” video camera back in 4th grade. It
was not until the end of middle school that I began submitting some of my short
films to film festivals. My first official selection was for the Pennsylvania State
Computer Fair. Since then, my films have gone on to screen and receive awards
at festivals such as the Los Angeles Film Festival, Student Emmys, YoungArts
Awards, Santa Monica International Teen Film Festival, San Francisco Green Film
Festival, White House Student Film Festival, Scholastic Art & Writing Awards,
Canberra Short Film Festival, Sanford International Film Festival, Green Film
Festival in Seoul, the Tassie Eco Film Festival, among others. With my films, I
seek to combine science with the arts to educate and inspire creative thought and
discussion. The film “Immeasurable Nature” was made during a research
expedition I went on with my Geosciences class. I wanted to communicate through
film how powerful and immense the natural world truly is. Our research trip was an
attempt to quantify certain physical parameters of tides, erosion, and wave

dynamics; however, our studies ultimately represents an understanding of a
miniscule fraction of the overall natural world.
UCHV: What was your budget?
JT: The research trip was funded by the Princeton University Geosciences
Department. I used a Canon EOS Rebel T2i DSLR camera to film and wrote
scripts in MATLAB to generate some of the animated figures that feature in the
short film.
UCHV: Could you briefly describe the process you went through/difficulties you
had in making “Immeasurable Nature”?
JT: This film was filmed over the course of a one-week research trip in France and
Spain with a group from the Princeton University Geosciences Department. In
addition to filming this documentary, I also 3-dimensionally mapped a massive
dune in southern France (the Dune du Pilat – an animated figure of this is shown
in the movie), analyzed tidal patterns off the coast of Spain (an animated figure is
shown of this), and studied wave dynamics using iPhone accelerometers.
UCHV: Any final thoughts?
JT: I want to thank the UCHV Short Movie Prize committee for selecting this film
as a co-winner. Thank you for viewing my film! If you want to see more of my work,
please visit my online portfolio at www.jamestralie.com.

